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Applicant has amended claims 2-5 and 12-15, withdrawn claims 1, 6-11, 16-20, and 
added claims 21 - 23. Thus, claims 2*5 and 12-15 are pending and presented fca exanunation. 
Applicant respectfiiUy requests reconsideration and allowance of the pending claims in view of 
the foregoing amendments and the following remarks. 

Response To Reiections Under Section 102: 
. Claims 2-5 and 12-15 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C- § 102(bX the Examiner contending 
that these claims are anticipated by Armacost (USPN 2,404,938). The Examiner apparently 
reads Armacost as disclosing the Applicaonit's claimed method of operating a steam power plant 

Applicant has amended claim 1 to include the further limitation of comiecting a 
regulating device to the air tur bine and a temperature ^ ry^c^r fiy^^t^h ^hs ^ the reculatintt device 
controls the outout to be extra cted from ^e combustion air as the combustion air flowfi ^ rm^g^ 
tiie air turbine (see e.g. Applicant's specification page 10 line 35 through page 1 1 line 5 and page 
12 lines 13 - 15). In contrast, Armacost does not disclose a method of operating a steam pow^ 
plant comprising any of the recited limitations. 

In view of the above^ indq>eQdent claim 1 is patentabie. Dqiendeot claims 2-5 and 12;-15 
are also patentable at least based on their dependency from claim 1 as well as based on their own 
merit Therefore, Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner withdraw the Section 102 
rejection. 

DiflCUsriQn of New Cl^iins ^1 sqif 77^ 

New claims 21-23 furfhcr define the scope of the invention, as described in the 
specification and drawings. New claims 21 - 23 are patentable based on their dependency from 
claim 1 as well as on Ifaeir own merit For example, claim 21 recites the additional limitation of 
the temperature of the pre heated combustion air being cooled by expanding the combustion air 
through the air turbine (see e.g. Applicant's specification page 3 lines 21 25). This limitation is 
neither taught or suggested by Armacost Also, new claim 22 recites that the combustion air is 
cooled to a temperature level adapted to a specific operating state of the steam power plant (see 
e.g. Applicant's specification page 3 lines 21 - 25). Furthermore, new claim 23 recites the pre 
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heated combustion air is cotopressed by a compressor powered by the expanded combustLon air 
from the air tuxbine (see e.g. Applicant's specificalim page 3 line 30 through page 4 line 1), 

In view of the foregoing remarks regarding claims 2 - 5 and 12 - 15, AppKcajtt 
respectfully submits that claims 21 - 23 are patentable and respectfully request allowance of 
these claims. 

Conclusion 

For the foregoing reasons, it is respectfully submitted that the rejections set forth in tiie 
outstanding Oflacc Action are inapplicable to the present claims and specification. Accordingly, 
Applicant respectfidly requests that the Examiner reconsider the rejections and timely pass the 
application to allowance. Please grant any extensions of time required to enter this paper. The 
cOTomissioner is hereby authorized to charge any appropriate fees due in connection with this 
paper, or credit any overpayments to Dqposit Account No. 19-2179. 



Dated: S^V/^S 



Siemens Corporation 
Intellectual Rroperty Department 
170 Wood Avenue South 
Iselin* New Jersey 08830 



Respectfully submitted, 

By: /JfHu^ 

^ohn P. Musone 
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